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SUBJECT: NORTHERN IRELAND: CALLAGHAN-LYNCH MEETING 

REF: LONDON 4321 

SUMMARY: FROM THE BRITISH VIEWPOINT, THE APRIL 7 
COPENHAGEN MEETING BETWEEN PRIME MINISTERS CALLAGHAN 
AND LYNCH PRODUCED A POSITIVE RESULT. ALTHOUGH MAINLY 
A COSMETIC EXERCISE FOR CONSUMPTION IN IRELAND, IT DID 
GIVE CALLAGHAN AN OPPORTUNITY TO REAFFIRM HIS SUPPORT 
FOR NI SECRETARY MASON’S POLICIES AND CLEARS THE WAY 
FOR A SUBSTANTIVE MEETING BETWEEN MASON AND IRISH 
FOREIGN MINISTER O' KENNEDY. END SUMMARY. 

1 . ACCORDING TO THE PRIME MINISTER'S POLITICAL ADVISOR, 

WHO ACCOMPANIED CALLAGHAN TO THE APRIL 7-8 EC SUMMIT IN 
COPENHAGEN BUT DID NOT SIT IN ON CALLAGHAN'S 35-MINUTE 
BILATERAL SESSION WITH IRISH PM LYNCH, THE MEETING WAS 
CORDIAL, LARGELY ANODYNE AND OPENED THE WAY FOR A RES- 
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TORATION OF ANGLO-IRISH RELATIONS. ACCORDING TO OUR 
SOURCE, LYNCH SEEMED TO BELIEVE THAT THERE WERE GROWING 
DIFFERENCES BETWEEN CALLAGHAN AND MASON ON THE NI ISSUE, 

AND CALLAGHAN WAS ABLE TO DISPEL THIS NOTION. THUS 
FROM THE BRITISH VIEWPOINT THE MEETING WAS USEFUL 
BECAUSE IT: LAID TO REST THAT MISCONCEPTION; GAVE 
CALLAGHAN AN OPPORTUNITY TO REAFFIRM THE BRITISH POSITION 
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ON NI (THAT HMG HAS NO OBJECTION TO INTEGRATION BUT 
THAT THE ULTIMATE DECISION MUST REST WITH THE PEOPLE 
OF NI, AND THAT IT CANNOT IMPOSE A POLITICAL SOLUTION 
IN NI); AND WILL ALLOW THE IRISH TO AGREE TO A FOLLOW-ON 
SUBSTANTIVE MEETING BETWEEN MASON AND IRISH FOREIGN 
MINISTER O'KENNEDY. 

2. OUR SOURCE ALSO REPORTED THAT LYNCH PRODUCED A 
DRAFT PRESS STATEMENT FOR CALLAGHAN'S APPROVAL AT THE 
END OF THE MEETING WHICH WENT FAR BEYOND WHAT THE 
BRITISH WERE PREPARED TO ACCEPT (HE DID NOT ELABORATE). 
CALLAGHAN FIRMLY REFUSED TO ACCEPT THE DRAFT, SUGGESTING 
INSTEAD THAT THEY MERELY REAFFIRM THEIR JOINT STATEMENT 
OF SEPTEMBER 1977 AND ANNOUNCE THAT THE TWO GOVERNMENTS 
WOULD BE SETTING A DATE FOR THE MASON/O'KENNEDY MEETING 
TO DISCUSS SECURITY, CROSS BORDER ECONOMIC COOPERATION 
AND OTHER MATTERS. LYNCH AGREED. 

3. HMG, ACCORDING TO OUR SOURCE, BELIEVES THE RECENT 
DETERIORATION IN ANGLO-IRISH RELATIONS WAS THE PRODUCT 
OF SEVERAL FACTORS: FIANNA FAIL'S ROMANTIC COMMITMENT 
TO A UNIFIED IRELAND; ITS FRUSTRATION OVER THE EVIDENT 
STALEMATE ON THE NI POLITICAL FRONT; IRISH INABILITY 

OR UNWILLINGNESS TO COMPREHEND THE SIGNIFICANCE OF 
UNIONIST ATTITUDES; THE PERCEPTION THAT MASON WAS GIVING 
WAY TO UNIONNIST PRESSURES; AND THE MISTAKEN NOTION 
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THAT THERE WERE GROWING DIFFERENCES BETWEEN CALLAGHAN 
AND MASON ON NI. AS A RESULT, LYNCH STAKED OUT A 
POSITION THAT WAS UNACCEPTABLE TO THE BRITISH, AND 
RATHER THAN RETREAT, RESORTED TO THE TIME-HONORED 
IRISH TACTIC OF "BASHING THE BRITS". HMG IS NOW 
HOPEFUL LYNCH WILL MOVE AWAY FROM WHAT WAS AN UNTENABLE 
PUBLIC POSITION AND RESTORE ANGLO-IRISH RELATIONS 
TO A MORE NORMAL FOOTING. THE BRITISH.HOWEVER, DO NOT 
EXPECT RELATIONS WITH THE LYNCH GOVERNMENT TO EVER BE 
AS CLOSE AND CORDIAL AS THOSE WITH THE PREVIOUS 
COSGRAVE ADMINISTRATION. 

4. WE WILL REPORT SEPARATELY ON THE OFFICIAL FCO 
ACCOUNT OF THE MEETING. 

BREWSTER 
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